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THE MAN WITH THE SEVEN HEARTS. 


“ I did,” said he ; “ I was a cripple once. He met me. I 
would be a cripple now — if I could get him back again.’ 

“ And you ? ” they said, as they looked at the merchant. 
“Ay,” he said, "I too; I cannot tell of the despair that 
went out from me to him.” 

There was only the woman left, kneeling by the bed, as she 
ihad knelt all the time. They looked at her and at one another. 
“ Ask her not,” said the priest. “ Leave her story with him.” 
And they turned and left her kneeling there. 

So the man who had been rich and wise and good, and full 
•of life and hope and song, and who had bartered all his gifts 
one after the other for a heart, was laid to rest in a churchyard 
near by ; and six mourners went with his body, and their hearts 
are in his grave. 



BASKET-MAKING. 


By Mrs. Pollard. 

Since basket-making has become so favourite an industry, 

inquiries have often been made for written instructions, and as 

there appear to be no such directions we have been asked to 

give a few simple hints on this pleasant art. We hope it will 

prove a pleasure to those who take interest in handicrafts, 

and perhaps it may be the means of making dreary winter days 

pass happily to some who are home-bound during the cold 

English winter. Basket-making is quite easy, perfectly clean, 

and inexpensive. One pound of cane will make several nice 

baskets, and both old and young delight in the work. The 

materials required are various sizes of French cane, a pair of 

scissors and a good strong stiletto. We recommend beginners 

to use sizes Nos. i, 3. 5. 7. and 9 . No. 6 of pink tie, which is a 

kind of split cane, and is used principally for binding purposes. 

Nos. 7 and 9 are for the spokes ; the other numbers for weaving 

the basket Before commencing take a quantity of single pieces 

of Nos. 1 and 3 , roll them up separately and put them into a 

basin of hot water, where they must thoroughly soak ; take 

then each roll out of the water as it is required, bhould there 

be a difficulty in recognising the two numbers put them in 

different basins. Now take No. 7 . cut eight lengths about 27 
dittereni dusi ; nr i lf> , . these are the spokes, and 

inches long an one ou^ m y dle . take four, place them 

must not be wc , g form of a croS s with equal limbs, 

over the other four fi and thumb quite straight, 

holding them between the g cnd under the 

Take No. 1 out of the water, unroll^ put ^ ^ ^ 

finger and bring it ovei e E n cross t hc cane underneath 

under in the same place A , S pokes you have previously 

once more (1 , and over the set P spo kes should 

gone and go tw.ee , mund l as before ^1 # e 

now be quite firm; * twice und er, making in all eight 

** *** : takc your odd 3 r * 
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BASKET- MAKING. 


' the s tiletto bore a place anywhere in the circle, push 

the cine right into the centre, and go round and round weaving 

the cane S workin g from you, until there is a flat piece 

T^fr'inches hi diameter; with your finger and thumb wet 
The Ikes a little, and gradually bend then, up (3) so {as 
„ form the shape, making it wide or narrow according to he size 
*A • and here is scope for great ingenuity and taste. As 

required and here ^ the end into the basket by 

the side of a spoke but overlapping the last bit and start with 
another piece by also inserting the end into the basket. After 
usL two lengths of No. 9 , take No. 3 and complete the basket 
tUt, and leave about 5 inches of spoke. And now we come 
O the border Wet the spokes well by holding the basket 
upside down in hot water ; take each spoke, pressing it firmly 
down on the edge of the basket behind and in front alternately ; 
the last three spokes must be interlaced with the first three 
draw them slightly together, when dry cut the ends off but not 
too close, and with your fingers put the bottom of the basket up 
(2) so that it may stand straight. When once you have mastered 
this extremely simple shape it is always easy to improve 
it by working different borders, and here is a very easy one. 
When the basket is as large as you require, wet the spokes 
and bend them down and stick them in ( 4 ). Then take 
No. 3 and a length of pink tie, hold the basket to you, 
swish the cane into rings ( 5 ) and bind with the pink tie. 
We must make a handle, and then we have done. Cut two 
pieces, according to the height of the handle, of No. 9> P u ^ tiern 
as far down as possible at each side of a spoke and over to the 
other side (6), and swish a piece of fine cane round it. \oa 
will understand that the size of the basket depends on the 
length of the spokes. It is a great improvement to work two 
canes together as one, and over one spoke and under two. We 
have only given you directions for making one kind of basket, 
but there are many pretty and useful shapes, and we shou 
be glad to send patterns at a small cost. The cane can be had 
from Suabedissen, 60, Red Cross Street, London ; and Mrs. Joy, 
Brook Street, Ilkley. 

* • Cards with the above numbers, and explanatory diagrams, can be obtained 
by enclosing a stamped addressed envelope to the writer, 7, Middleton 1 as, 
Ilkley. 


PARENTS AND CHILDREN. 

A SEQUEL TO “HOME EDUCATION.” 
By the Editor. 


“A HAPPY CHRISTMAS TO YOU!” 


The Christmas holidays ! Boys and girls at school are 
counting off the days till the home-coming. Young men and 
maidens, who have put away childish things, do not reckon 
with date-stones, but consult their Bradshaws. The little ones 
at home are storing up surprises. The father says genially, 
“ We shall soon have our young folk at home again.” The 
mother? Nobody, not the youngest of the school -girls, is so 
glad as she. She thinks of setting out for church on Christmas 
Day with, let us hope, the whole of her scattered flock about 
her. Already she pictures to herself how each has altered and 
(Tfown, and yet how every one is just as of old. She knows 
how Lucy will return prettier and more lovable than ever; 
Willie, more amusing ; Harry, kinder ; and how the elders will 

rejoice in baby May. . lL , , 

J And yet, there is a shade of anxiety in the mother s face as 

she plans for the holidays. The brunt of domestic difficulties 

foils necessarily, upon her. It is not quite easy to arrange a 

i ' l Id for a sudden incursion of new inmates whose stay is 
household for a sudden be W nsidered, and may 

not measured by interests, must be thought of. and 
be tiresome^ A short and avoid putting into 

shape~the ' and then.” which belongs to the hohday weeks 
afte M?ttsTavfaVa7prChris.mas, any way," she says ; "we 

• I 


“ Let US lidv^ « -rr; 

must leave the rest/' face c|ouds !nt0 sullenness 

What is it ? pretty y and his outbursts spoil 

Kind Harry i s< J u,c w ° with a p his nonsense, has fits of 
people’s comfort. - ues __, s always in the right, 

positive moroseness. Tom a & 



